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Game, set and match for investors at Wimbledon 

 

Following the announcement of the first of this year’s wildcards picked to play in Wimbledon, 

Nick Raynor, investment adviser at The Share Centre, serves his tennis stocks: 

 

Rafael Nadal 

“Rafael Nadal’s aggressive and speedy game play can be seen in the explosive nature of BG 

Group’s share price. When the international gas production and marketing company finds oil the 

share price soars, which can see investors benefit from what seemed to be a relatively lacklustre 

position – a trait that Nadal continually forces upon opponents.    

 

“Nadal plays to the present conditions of the game, which is also true of BG whose position 

changes as a result of the exposure to outside factors such as oil prices and changes to demand.   

 

“Investors looking for a consistent return should steer clear from BG Group as commodities are likely 

to remain volatile. However, the company has a great track record of finding new fields and going 

forward may attract investors seeking growth.” 

 

Roger Federer 

“Supermarket giant Tesco can be likened to the all rounded player Federer, known for his versatility, 

as it remains one of the most dynamic companies in British retailing. 

 

“Competition remains tough amongst the top three supermarket giants, as it does for the world 

number one tennis ranking. Tesco’s international exposure and continued expansion plans are 

attractive for investors seeking growth and we recommend it as a long-term buy. 

 

“Like Federer, Tesco is a consistent player and doesn’t cause a frenzy of excitement, this stability 

attracts low risk investors. This well executed strategy has driven the company’s success as it 



focuses on keeping prices down, margins steady and extending its range and volume. Tesco 

remains our preferred play in the retail sector.”    

 

Andy Murray  

“This late developer to the tennis world can be compared to the rags to riches story of online retailer 

ASOS who arrived late on the scene with a bang. Like the Scottish star the company has so far 

shown a low error rate in tough market conditions with increased competition.  

 

“UK sales in the year to 31 March increased by an impressive 25%, to £184.1m, but it is the 

company’s international exposure that is the real attraction for the investor. ASOS is pushing for less 

reliance on the UK market and overseas sales increased by 142% over the same time period.  

 

“Like Murray, ASOS is one of the top returners in the game. Since we first recommended the online 

retailer as a ‘buy’ in June 2010 the share price has risen by 206% from £6.96 to £21.28. We feel 

there is more to come from Murray and ASOS alike and it is certainly possible for the company to 

reach its sales target of £1bn by 2015 if its international expansion continues at its current rate.” 

 

Venus Williams 

“One the most recognisable names in British engineering, Rolls Royce can be compared to tennis 

star Venus Williams. Once famous for manufacturing finely tuned cars the company is now the 

world’s largest maker of jet engines focusing on a trait shared closely with the athlete – power.  

 

“The outlook for the company looks positive as it is expecting an uplift in profits in 2011 and is 

confident that in the coming decade it will be able to double revenue through organic growth alone. 

 

“The player’s winning streak is something the company shares with a continued flow of new 

contracts, appealing to investors seeking growth and global exposure. Medium risk investors 

seeking income will also be attracted to the company’s reasonable dividend and its quality and 

diversified order book ensures continued rewards for those that are patient.” 

 

As eight British players were awarded with wild card entries for the tournament, Nick Raynor 

picks British company Monitise as his wild card stock: “Mobile banking and payment technology 

provider Monitise has been selected as the underdog with potential. Like all Wimbledon wildcards, 

this AIM listed company has performed well despite not being amongst the top game players. 

 



“Despite still making a loss Monitise is sat on a healthy pile of cash and is expected to move into 

profitability by 2013. Revenues for the last six months of 2010 soared from £1.7m the year before to 

£5.3m. 

 

“The company’s growing international exposure is attractive for long term investors, but the deal 

arranged with Visa to have access to its 1.7bn customers and a 14.4% stake in the company is the 

most appealing. The company now has 3.5m registered customers, double the number it had in 

December 2009, and with further potential contracts to be won it could see this streak of success 

continue.” 

---Ends---    

Note to editors:Note to editors:Note to editors:Note to editors:    

    

The Share Centre is now on Facebook and Twitter. 
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To view all our press releases and more from our investment advisers please go to blog.share.com 

    

Risk Warnings:Risk Warnings:Risk Warnings:Risk Warnings:    

 

Investing in general, and the products and services mentioned above may not be suitable for all: if in 

doubt, individuals should seek independent financial advice. The value of investments and the 

income from them can go down as well as up and investors may not get back their original 

investment. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 

 



The bases and levels of taxation relating to ISAs, CTFs and SIPPs are subject to change and the 

value of these tax allowances may depend upon the circumstances of the individual. 

    

About The Share Centre:About The Share Centre:About The Share Centre:About The Share Centre:    

 

The Share Centre was established in 1990 to provide value-for-money share services for private 

investors. Its range of services includes buying and selling shares (by Internet, telephone and post) 

and a comprehensive share administration and safe custody service. Tax-efficient investment 

‘wrappers’ including ISAs, CTFs and SIPPs are also available.   

 

The Share Centre’s Advice team provides comment on market sectors, individual shares and funds 

on www.share.com. Access is available to customers and registered users of the site.  Registration 

is free. To understand how our Advice team arrive at their views please read our Investment 

Research Policy.  The Share Centre blog is also available at http://blog.share.com. 

 

In addition, account customers can receive individual telephone advice on UK-listed shares and on 

funds traded via the CoFunds trading platform.  

 

The Share Centre Limited is a member of the London Stock Exchange and is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Services Authority under reference 146768. 

 

Registered in England No. 2461949. Registered office: Oxford House, Oxford Road, Aylesbury, 

Bucks. HP21 8SZ. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


