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Fund in focus: Standard Life UK Smaller Companies fund 

 

Sheridan Admans, investment adviser at The Share Centre, explains why investors seeking 

exposure to the UK equity market should consider blending traditional big blue chip funds 

with the Standard Life UK Smaller Companies fund. 

 

As the UK economy continues its slow and winding recovery from recession and many UK 

companies continue to be cautious in their outlook for 2011, there is a school of investors who 

believe companies listed on UK markets are offering valuations and opportunities rarely seen. 

 

In particular, for those prepared to venture away from traditional core blue chip style funds and move 

down the market cap scale to focus on small to mid cap companies, the potential rewards may be 

greater. 

 

History has taught us that whenever an economy and stock market suffer it is generally the small 

and mid-cap companies that produce the biggest losses. The reverse is also true when the recovery 

starts, and we would therefore recommend a blend of funds, compromising of traditional big core 

blue chip funds and exposure to the small to mid cap arena. 

 

As the name says the Standard Life UK Smaller Companies fund offers exposure to the companies 

with a smaller market cap and some mid market opportunities. It is important for investors to note 

that this does come at a higher risk than other UK equity funds that focus on mainstream blue chip 

companies. 

 

This fund is suitable for an investor wishing to diversify their overall UK equity holding and who is 

prepared to accept a higher degree of risk and seek the potential for growth over income.  



The fund is managed by Harry Nimmo, who has been at the helm since the fund was launched 12 

years ago. The fund team initially look to identify companies that will become tomorrow's larger 

companies, it will then look to seek out companies that meet a specific set of typical indicators such 

as earnings upgrades, director dealings, price momentum and dividend yield. The final stage is then 

for the team to meet with the potential companies. 

 

In terms of performance, it has been a 1st quartile performer on a cumulative basis over 1, 3 and 5 

years 

 

The Standard Life UK Smaller Companies fund has an annual charge of 1.5% and an initial charge of 

4%. The minimum initial investment is £500 and the minimum additional investment is £500.  

 

As the fund features in The Share Centre’s Platinum 120 range, customers of the retail stockbroker 

wishing to invest in the Standard Life UK Smaller Companies fund will not have to pay the initial 

charge or purchase dealing commission. Customers can also invest in the fund from as little as £10. 

 

---Ends--- 

 

Note to editors:Note to editors:Note to editors:Note to editors:    

About The Share Centre's Platinum 120 range: 

The Share Centre launched its Platinum 120 funds range in June 2009 in order to help investors 

identify the funds with the best long-term prospects and strong management. Customers who invest 

in a Platinum 120 fund will benefit from no purchase commission on all funds and no initial charge on 

almost 90%. Please visit www.share.com/p120 to view the full Platinum 120 range. Please be aware 

that this may require registration. 

For further information please contact:For further information please contact:For further information please contact:For further information please contact:    

 

The Share Centre 

Stephanie Reynolds 

PR Executive 

01296 439 256 

Stephanie.reynolds@share.co.uk 

 

Lansons Communications 

Inez de Koning / Lucy Willatt / Lisa Grando 

0207 294 3623 / 020 7566 9717/ 0207 294 3669 

Inezd@lansons.com / lucyw@lansons.com / Lisag@lansons.com 

    

Risk Warnings:Risk Warnings:Risk Warnings:Risk Warnings:    

 

Investing in general, and the products and services mentioned above may not be suitable for all: if in 

doubt, individuals should seek independent financial advice. The value of investments and the 



income from them can go down as well as up and investors may not get back their original 

investment. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 

 

The bases and levels of taxation relating to ISAs, CTFs and SIPPs are subject to change and the 

value of these tax allowances may depend upon the circumstances of the individual. 

    

About The Share Centre:About The Share Centre:About The Share Centre:About The Share Centre:    

 

The Share Centre was established in 1990 to provide value-for-money share services for private 

investors. Its range of services includes buying and selling shares (by Internet, telephone and post) 

and a comprehensive share administration and safe custody service. Tax-efficient investment 

‘wrappers’ including ISAs, CTFs and SIPPs are also available.   

 

The Share Centre’s Advice team provides comment on market sectors, individual shares and funds 

on www.share.com. Access is available to customers and registered users of the site.  Registration 

is free. To understand how our Advice team arrive at their views please read our Investment 

Research Policy  

 

In addition, account customers can receive individual telephone advice on UK-listed shares and on 

funds traded via the CoFunds trading platform.  

 

The Share Centre Limited is a member of the London Stock Exchange and is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Services Authority under reference 146768. 

 

Registered in England No. 2461949. Registered office: Oxford House, Oxford Road, Aylesbury, 

Bucks. HP21 8SZ. 

 
 
 
 


